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{ Mission Experience in Brazil
{ Wz‘gﬁ@ﬁfr Selfless Love

’ “T’he way we came to know love was that He laid down
i his life for us...Let us love not in word...but in deed.”
—1John 3:16 —18

Dear Friend,

This verse in 1 John is a message about self-sacrifice out of
love. It even goes as far as to say that we ought to “lay down
our lives for our brothers.” While the exact language is
rather strong, its overall purpose is to encourage us to show
love through actions, not words. John asks us how we can
truly love God and not have compassion for others in need.
Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice of giving his life, because of

his immense love for us, so that we may have eternal life. St. Francis of Assisi School began more than
60 years ago when two Franciscan Sisters taught
In November, I had an amazing opportunity to spend two under a mango tree for eight months in
weeks in Brazil, visiting our Sisters and witnessing their Cristalandia, TO. Today, 80 children in grades
ministries in five towns. I saw the type of love John mentions 2.5 receive a Christian education.
through the people who come together to help those who are
suffering. It’s not just our Sisters who reach out to those who Mission Society support of $100/month helps
are poor. Through their civil organizations, they employ our Sisters provide uniforms for children who
people who shared with me how they felt called to this type can't afford them, food for families without, and
of work. Other kind-hearted people from the community, supplies for craft classes that teach parents a
who don’t have means themselves, selflessly give their time trade they can use to earn income.

/ Easter Intentions \

Please remember the following persons and intentions in the Easter Sunday Mass and all the Masses
to be celebrated during the Easter season at the St. Elizabeth Motherhouse Chapel in Allegany, NY.

2 _/

ST. ELIZABETH MISSION SOCIETY, INC. + P.O. Box 86, Allegany, NY 14706-0086
Phone: 716-373-1130 * Fax: 716-373-9324 * E-mail: StElizMission@fsallegany.org * Website: www.FranciscanHope.org




by offering a sympathetic ear to someone who is sick or by teaching
the Catechism to children who live in rural areas. The Brazilian
people I met had such faith in God. People living in dire poverty still
smiled, worked hard and were optimistic for a better tomorrow.

My mission experience in Brazil allowed me to personally see and
understand how you, our benefactor, shows compassion for those who
are poor through your generosity. Each month, you enable the
Mission Society to provide $1,800 in ongoing support to 10 Brazilian
ministries. We also awarded another $40,000 in program grants last
year. Things like food, medicine, music, art, skill building and
education bring comfort and hope to people without homes or the
basic necessities of life.

Last year, the Mission Society provided an additional $113,000 in
ongoing support to programs where the Franciscan Sisters are
actively serving in Bolivia, Jamaica and the U.S. This Easter, please
consider a gift to help our Sisters, and their partners in ministry,
bring Christ’s love and compassion to those who are poor.

May Jesus’ love continue to shine through you,

Laura Whitford
President, St. Elizabeth Mission Society

Eadten s

to rejoice in the new |
God has given
through CHRIST.

2018 Easter Card

Remember your loved ones this Easter by
'mcluding their intentions in Easter Mass at

the Motherhouse ChapeL
Please accept our Easter card as our gift toyou

by 'mdica’cing how many you would like below.

“The way we came to know lovewwas that he
laid down his life for us...” <#enn 316

Jamaica, Brazil, Bolivia and the U.S.

Please make checks payable to: St. Elizabeth Mission Society

“What do | have to complain about? |
have God and my children.” Eliene lives
in a makeshift home in a field outside
Anapolis, GO. Mission Society funding of
$300/mo. helps our Sisters’ civil program
(AFIA), which provides food, medicine &
school materials for families like Eliene’s.

The Mission Society provides $300/mo. to
our Sisters’ ministries in Araguacema, TO

for formation materials, food, medicine &

school supplies. Sr. Nara Maria Jaime takes
toys to children living on a remote farm.

EASTER CARD INSIDE MESSAGE:
May you be blessed by the ]oeauty of God’s

love this Easter and a[ways.

Happy Easter!

Ve Iy [ 1 would like to help the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany reach out to those who are poor in

I am enclosing my gift of: [ $200 O s$100 O $50 O $25 O Other $

Please send me Easter cards.

E-mail

Phone

Donations can also be made on our
website, www.FranciscanHope.org,
using PayPal or via PayPal Giving FFund
at www.paypal.com/fundraiser/hub.



